The anclent= have been outdons
meain. Hlistory tells of the mizhty
works of the men of Rome, Greeoe
and Egzvpt and guides of Europs
“polntl with pride” 1o works which
they call the wonders of the world.
They tell of the gigantic stages tha
ancients bullt and the mighty am-
phithenters and dely the moderns
to shaw anything ke them.

While the guldes were talking to
the winter tourists in Europe, a
faw hoard-headed stay-at-home
Americans got together lnst winter
and planned the bizgest stage ever

bullt te accommodate the higgest
theatrical troups in higtory to play
before an audience which will =it
on the €lopes of a natural amphi-
theater and hear 7.600 actors re-
count the deeds of the men who
Lullt thelr city

The play will be ghiven In Forest
Park, St Louls, on the former

World's Falr grounds, Inetead of
belng used for the slaughter of
martyrs Lo the llons and for gladia-
forial cumbats as the arena of the
Tamoug Colosseum of FHome was
used, the stage for the Pageant anld
Masque of St Louls, will b= the
gathering of peaceful clans show-
Ing the history of the clty from the
time of the Mound Bullders to the
present.

The stage will be larger than any
of the modern-day stages Tha
New York Hippodrome auditorium
and stage together could be placed
upon the stage nDow under con-
struction in Forest Park at the
Toot of Art HIill, and there would
be W room. The area of the stage
Ix 126,000 square feet, The
of the arena of the famed Colos-
geum of ancient Rome ‘{8 estimated
at 42,150 =quare fect. The dimen-
Eions of the Colosscum seats and all
are G15x612 feet,” The Jdimensions
of the Forest Park stage are 200x
GED feet.

The Pageant and Masque will be
glven May 2%, 28, 40.and a1,

aArea

In this play there will be 10.-
000 players—the greatest cast in
the history of the theater. That Is

to say, (he Cast Cornmitlee has en-
rolled about 10,000 men, women
and chlidren to take part

It Is antlcipated that only about
7500 of the 10,000 performers to
e enrolled will be needed at each
performance. But It will lie neces-
sary Lo have avallable understudies
in case of sickness or Inability of
the regular plavers to take part in
any of the performances.

CALLED MOST WONDERFUIL
OF NATURAL THEATERS.

Those who have seen  the
upon which will be held the Pa-
Eeant and Masque of Saint Louls
have pronounced it the sreatest nnd
most wonderful of all natural the-
aters

There will bie a river 25 fret
wide between the stuge wnd the
Audlence and the stagze praper will
be 580 feet wide and 200 feot deep

“A World Silte” Percy Mackaye,
famous poet-dramatist, calls the lo-
cation selected for the stage.

It 13 a world site, Mr McKaye
sald, because mno othep eclty POE-
Beéscs a natural amphithealer of
all the extracrdinary advantages to
be found at Art Hill No city has
within Its borders an outdoor the-
ater 0 large, so. beautiful, nnd so
convenlent. Lorado Taft, the emi-
nent sculptor of Chicago; Profes-
ser  Eurton of the Unlversity of
Minnesota: Alfred Noyes, the BEn-
klish poct, and others versed in the
#rl of pageantry who have recently
®¥een the Art HIN site are enthusias.
tic In their proise of It and proclalm
it Ideal for the purpose for which
it i# to Ye used next May

This Is the first time ' in histor?
that & drama has ¢ver been present -
ed on wo large A scale

Upon the slopes of the hill, thou-
Eunds upon thoutands of seats will
by constructed, whore the gentie
rige of the ground is just sufficient
to make cach row of secats exactly
the right heisht above the row In
front. Thunks to Mother Nature,
there need be no eraning of necks
tn ' see ecvery movement that ls be-
Ing made upon the stage,

Seuted Iy these ters of benches,
the snectators will oe in a position
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lo view the re-epaclment of
clty’s rom=nilk
If through the last 150
had oceupled a point of
the IMinaie shore, where they
walch in comfort the
the absorbing events
culminated |n
Mlisgourl town.
The ¢=rved
will  leave
and the
minulely
bend In

past <t

the
mistary’ preclisely as
they
vantage on
could
unfvlding of
which have

building up the big

Venrs

stage
spedtators
water
in In the
Misslssipmt a=s it
this

place,

apron ol the
betwesn
playvers a

correspond
the

the

Elrin ol
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Louly I non mimig

Missi=ssippl with
exieplional
Portont episodes

the river

will  take
reallsm. the many Im-
which have
play =0 Important o part
in the upbulldiag of the ity of
Plerre Lacledo's founling.
There ars romantie
connectad: with

made

enouzh

this

facts

. s I mial
=lpae o maka

It fine material for a play in It-
=elf

When completed it will ha
worthy to rank as the lons-sousht
elghth wonder of the waorld. It

b sl large that aji of
af the first-clanss
Louls ronld be
ner. 1t
nary city
rear, and

theaters In
nlaced In one
nlmoat ordi-
hlock= In width at the
will be sem!-¢ireular in
shape In' front, the dismeter near-

Cor-

wil be two

est the audiencs being about one
ordinary clty block ac TOHE
Near the rear will be an im-

mense pit, In which will be hidden
the hand of 100 pleces and
of severa! hundrel vo
founding board, 40 feet

be erected Immedliately

a choros
A great
high; 1= to
bahind this

Mt sa that no note of the musie
Will Le lost to the audienon ’
When it s considered thHat this
Ereat pintform will he constructed
oVor the walers of the lagaon, some
of the Aifficulties In store for the
huilders will be made npparent. Tt
must be made Elrong enough to
I‘fnld the 7.500 poerformers, and
still Mght enough wo that It may
l1:|-]1|'.'t!1e' torn away and the a-
aRDon give 1 clty
e n"'anur;i; to the city vnlme-
TROGPS o HORSES
WILL CROSS Bo ARDS.

Tiaops of horses will  gallop
Rcrass the boarde, ndding to the
already  tremendous straln  put

upon the floorin
welght of
solves,

Ne such atage Was ever before

% by the tons of
the performers themn-
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Platform for Production of

Four-Night Stand Drama

' Will Cover 126,000 Square

Feet---Three times Larger

]l Than Famed and Ancient
~Colosseum’s Stage

TR

constructed &0 surh satage wnas
fyor- belore concalved The ancient
Gregks, who made of the out-of-
uoor drama one of thelr finest arts,

undoubtedly would gapo In A

highly uncbisvical way st the Im-
Pressive manner In which St. Louls
¥ preparing to slage ts Pageant
and Masque

AR muny persons ax are ordil-
narily emiploved In a Lbig theatrical
company will be at work for moras
than twe months hullding this
platform 1t will be In use for not
Mmore than a week.

Then it will be torn down agaln,
Itx cost and trouble is to be paid
for by enhaneced ¢lvie pride.

Not onlvy must the stnge self be
mado ready. but on the plain just
behind It must e placed incon-

ously. but, stiil convenientiy,
138 which will be u=ed as
dressing rooms, and as a storing

place for the propertics and cos-
tumes.
Teots will be usea for this pur-

pose as far ns possible. bul some of
the properlies to be displayed on
the stage are extremely valuable,

hoth In
clatlon

nixtoric asso-
snfely
{from

money nnd In
musl bhe
fire and

Thoese
snarded from walter,
viandils

Just behind (e =tnge tlicre g a
dauble row of treee, which will ef-
fedlivels soveen from view the un-

decoretive Lut highly necestary tent

ety
Thero will be an encampment of
T.000 persons, which & a gresler

number than Is found at any army
ot In the usual course of evVents
Fere must he quarters, in addition,
for a batlallon of call boys, elec-
triciany, stage csrpenters, assistant
stage managers, and general facto-
Lirems

novellles in
ta and other

Many interesting
handilng the Heht effed
features of tne production will be
incltded In the eqilpment of the
Stnge, the detalls of which are be.
ing worked out by Joseph Lindon
Smith, who Is 1o be the producer,
In associufion with MacKaye, of the
poetic AMasque,

The great size of the stage. and
the numhber of people concerned,
make pew methods necessary in ar-
ranging detalls of the stage.

The stage Itself = anly ong of the
many Important detalls necessary In
the preparalion of the play, But
from the extraordinary charicter of
the platform, the fact that Jt is
unigque in history and s yndoubted-
¥ the ploneer, lu Its detalls, of a
new form of stage crafl, lends an
interest and a zest to s construc-
tion which would not attend the
prosale  bullding of an eridlnary
staze.

COLOSSEUM SCENE OF
DPEATHS OF MARTYRS.

The Colomeeum, which was the
scene of £0 many Christian martyr-
doms. has recently been explored
and excavations have revealed its
mammoth size The cxternnl ele-
vation of the Colosseum consisted of
four stages, euch adorned with on-

raged columns of three orders of
Greek  architeclure, The |owesst
three were arcaded, having elghty

columns and as many arches. Those
of the basemant story served as en-
trances, seventy-six belng numberod
and allotted to the general hody of
apectators, while four. at the ex-
tremities of the bullding Wwere the
principal entrances

STRRUSS  PORTRAIT.

A larze awnlng waas provided for
the Colodseum and was drawn over
the bullding when the siun shone.
Sometimesz when an Emperor wilshed
to make a great display he had
silken awninga above the great
strucrture. The great helght of the
bullding waa needed for purpozes
of oblalning ventilatlon. 1t Iz ecal-
culated Lhat the known seats in the
Uolosseum eould acrommodate R7,-
000 spectators, Such a erowd would
hardly be able to exist without ex-
tranrdinary means of ventilation

The shows jn the Colossaym weras
ceriel and hloody for the moat part
and with the rise of Christlanity the

bullding=s were discontinued, Pu-
fore the reign of Constantine, how-
ever, they were bullt all aver the

provinces of Rome on smaller scals
than the mammoth building at
Rome. When the huildings fell {n-
to di=use they gradunlly fel]l into

There will ha no mighty building
in Forest Park for thes production
of the Page and Maxque., The
performance will beglin In the after-
noon and will be carried on |nto the
nizht

ant

Non't Leave the Heceiver O

the Hool,

What I8 a “permanent signal?™™
Every telephone subscriber ousht
to know, for generally It means
trouble on a telephone lHne—lrou-
bie which users of the service them-
can usuilly prevenl if lhey

s vieg

PPER left, from left to
right—Percy Mackaye,
author of the Masque;
Joseph Lindon Smith, stage
manager of the Masque;
Thomas Wood Stevens, au-
thor and stage manager of
the Pageant, working on
the model of the stage. Up-
per right—William W. La-
Beaume, chairman of the
Productions Commitiee of
the Pageant and Masque
Center—The stage in pro-
cess of construction, as seen
from Art Hill. Below—The

Roman Coliseum.

will make sure that the recelver Is
always pluced tirmly on the hook
when the telephope line s not in
s,

Yea, that'a It! When you forget
to replace your telephone recoiver
firmly on the hook after a convers
sation Is completed it causes a "per-
manent signal™—a amall electric
light—to burn o front of the op-
eratar at the central office swilch-
board, and she must Teport Lne
line out of order Noo ane  can
reach you during that time o=
cause the operator |s unable to ring
vour bell

Ofteny the receiver |a  left ) 4
through carelessness, hut more fre-
quently a hopk or some olher tli=

the re-
hringing

beneath
from

struction directly
eoiver prevents it
down the hook firmiy.

As a matter of fact the
wns Intesrupted on 20,000 Ball = h-
geribers’ lines in Philadelphla Tast
month through thelr fallure to re-
place the recelyer sed urely upon Lthe
after completing A conversi-

aervicn

haonk
tion

Perhaps son=

there I= Nno Mare
.

vineing way of gauging the effect of
leaving a telephone recciver off tha

The Interior was 3vided Into the
arenn and what  was called the
cCavea

T'"he arena usually was of the
same shape as the amphitheater
That s, (L was built in the form of
an ellipse and Wi totally =ur-
rounded by tlers of scals for the
specintors. The present day stad-

lums and eoliseums have been mod-
cled after the great amphitheater, of
Rome and the outdoor theaters of
Groeco

In the there weras
thres galléries separated from each
other by terraces and walla The
loweet whs nappropriated to the
equestrian order, They correspond
to the present day box seats. They
wera open to the eky bul covered
eholters were provided in the rear
to which the sceupants could re-
treat In care of ruin. Other spec-
tators =at Iin the higher salleries

The helght of the Colosxseum 18
given as belng from 160 Lo 180 feel.
The =eals In the Interlor do not
rise higher than the level of the
third order of the exterior, that is,
about half the entire helght of the
building. Tt is belleved there were
seats higher up at ane time and that
they were destroyved. There 15 no
glgn of them now In the ruins

Calosse im

hook than by taking half-hour trip
through one of the hig central of-
In this There you will
sen the switchboards which are
studded with thousanda of ting rlec-
trle Hehte which glow whenater a
lifts his roceiver o

fices clly

subseriber
make a call,

When he fails to replace the re-
celver It 18 llka falling to close an
evo In aleop.  There stares that 1it-
tle unbiinking wleam of Hght de-
epite the oparalor's efforts to reach
the subscriber and shut It off,

The operalors can neither Jltﬂf.ll
the suhscriber to tell him nhnu:q.t
nor connect any one who calls, ]
a black cord Is ronnected to tha
Hne and the wire chief I8 notified
that it I= out of order. )

Ninety-threa per cent of the serv-
lee interrnptions which ha must
corroct are due to this enuse Many
ropalrmen are kept hnsy performs-
ing this simple and perhaps unnr-r:
essary work—raplacing subseribers
telephone recelvera upon the hooke

— e
Strong Etidram." el

- nly a college -

"o;rhtll.o 8:::1.1 l?m(::uw' that she really

loves youl"

“She dyes her halr 1o f‘on'ﬁ:“"‘l:
with my class colors, dad. !-\_ ""Im"
couldn’t ask for any greater |

of devotion than that."—Judse.




